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DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION,

The Democratic State Convention for the State of

North Carolina assembled in the Commons Ha on

of May. 1852, at Uoeldt,Thursday, the 1.3th day
M., whan on motion of Hon. R. M. Saund John

S. Eaton. Esq., of Granville, wascalled to the Chair,

and William H. Bailey, of Orange, and R. K. Bryan,

of Cumberland, were appointed Secretaries.
William B. Gulick. Esq., of Wayne,

the roll of Counties was called, and the following t

nhmitea aoneared and were registered
Alamance Gen. Benj. Trollinger.
Bertie John Mitchell and Wm. H. Mitchell.
Brunswick Edward Cantwell.

. Buncombe F. I. Wilson.
. Camden and Currituck L- - D. Starke.

Carteret James B. Shepard, Wesley Jones and
W. W. Holden.

Caswell Richard Jones and B. . V. Stanfield.
Catawba Wesley Jones.
Chatham Abram Rencher and A. J. Emmerson. j

Cleaveland W. W. Holden.
Columbus W. W. Holden.
Craven Wm. B. Gulick.
Cumberland David H. Cofield, George W . Pe-irra- m.

Silas Douglass, R. K. Bryan, C. O. Wright,
James C. Dobbin and John K. Strange.

Duplin Wm. E. Hill and J. L. Badger. !

FVWmmhe Thomas L. Maner, Wm. K Mercer, ;

Richard A. Savage and Jas. D. Jenkins.
Franklin Wm. 6. Dunn, John D. Hawkins, Jr.,

Isaac Winston and Allen Perry.
Forsythe Joseph Masten.
Gates R. M. Saunders and W. W. Holden.
Granville John S. Eaton and J. M. Stone.
Greene David G. W. Ward.
Goitl'ord Robert P. Dick.
Johnston A. J. Leach, T. M. Whitley, K. B.

Whitley, E. Page, H. Gerheardl.J. W. B. Watson,
L. Richardson, W. S. Tomlinson, B. H. Toinlinson.

Jones Wm. P. Ward and Wm. A. Cox.
Lenoir Wm. Sutton and John L. Lee.
Moore John Shaw.
Nash Gen. George E. B. Singeltary and James

Harrison.
New Hanover D. K. McRae, Edward Cantwell

and N. D. Fennell.
Onslow L. W. Humphrey.
Orange Wm. N. Pratt, Thomas Lynch, Freeman

Walker, Wm. H. Howerton and Wm. 11. Bailey.
Pasquotank L. D. Starke.
Person Samuel Jacobs.
Pitt Joseph J. Williams.
Randolph James Page.
Rockingham Gen. F. L. Simpson, Col. James

M. Walker, Orrill Scott and Alfred Reid.
Rutherford F. I. Wilson.
Stokes Robert P. Dick.
Surry W. W. Holden and Robert P. Dick.
Wake R. M. Saunders, H. B. Hayes, Wesley

Jones, W. W. Holden, Willis Whitaker, Win. A.
Allen, B. Rollins, Burwell Temple, James B. Shep-ar- d,

G. H. Wilder, Simon Smith, David Smith, W.
R. Scott, O. L. Butch, Jeremiah Nixon, Peri in
Bnsbee, William R. Poole, Rufus H. Jones, T.
G. Whitaker, P. A. Dunn, John Scott, Selh Jenks,
Quentin Busbee, Green Beckwiih, Isaac H. Rogers,
Kimbrough Jones and Michael Thompson.

Warren Wm. J. Hawkins, Henry J. Macbn, Jas.
T. Russel, Henry Harris, and Edwin D. Drake. !

Wayne John V. Sherard, Wm. T. Dortch, Wa
B. Gulick, and T. L. Thompson.

?

Yadkin R. P. Dick.
t .: r ri i r:i. v n :.. fun ujuuun oi n. x isich, r.sii., a iuiiiiniticK ui

nine, consisting of one from each Congressional Dis-
trict was appointed to report permanent officers and
rules ot order for the Convention. The Committee
was composed of the following gentlemen :-

- 1st Dis-
trict, F. 1. Wilson; 2nd District, Wesly Jones; 3rd
District, John Shaw ; 4th District, R. P. Dick; 5ih
District, Richard Jones; 6th District, James T. Rus-
sell ; 7th District. C. G. Wright ; Sth District, Wm.
B. Gulick ; 9th District. L. I). Starke. j

On motion of Hon. J. C. Dobbin, the Convention
then adjourned to meet again at 3 o'clock, P. M.

j

;

Thursday, 3J o'clock, P. M.
The Convention and John S. haton,

Kq., resumed the Chair '
The Committee appointed to report officers and

rules of order for the Convention reported through
tneir chairman, K. ...Y. Dick, E o... recommen.i n?nrT.f...T - "U Ui lA, A.. JlCKAr,, Ot JNeW Hanover, as Pre-- 1
sident of the Convention ; Frank 1. Wilson, Gbo,
vv.Pegram, F. L. Simpson, and L. D. Starke, as
Vice Presidents ; and R. K. Brvax, William H.... .T) I T II t - m.3 ..MT "... ine j

was concurred in. Mr. Dick and;1
Mr. Cantwell were appointed to conduct the Presi
dent to the Chair. On assuming the Chair, Mr. Mc-
Rae spoke as follows :

Gentlemen nf the Convention . To sav that I am
sensibly affected in view of the relation in which I
am placed to a body so numerous, so intelligent, and r
representing as it does so large a portion of the in'.el- - ,licrnno. of f.u.: . ....I II n.iiva 'I 11 r li
of the emotions by which I am inspired ; and I a.n i

well assured that Ihe same Dartialitv which haa n- l-. '

this at
a a"

fotof gratification mgnuionl
liberal

has their

now
you, as"

The ar
for

tots and to
more of

In O3.r.o
Our. nanflitafA In. .1... 13 .. - (..-- ..- ...v.. ...

..u.u.,o iui mo wasresiliency stigmatized asa " tory ;" and it cannot how lately a cir-
cular was put forth from a certain influence denouncing

dishonest and corrupt a whole County of State
a County whose intelligence, patriotism, senseof honor m,orht well excite the of a

political adversary. That our Whig brethren have
to amend their manners in this particular,

..u , louow me example we have set them ofpome courteous attests that teach-
ings have been in vain. And this is not only
lesson which our Whig friends have learned from as.

When we recur to the fact that this Governmenthas ever been administered on Democratic
(with few intermissions) that under
of these principles our country has advanced to gloryand that all our of policy are now
secirely established in public approbation, free
from party opposition, it is an ample

all the labor we have been at in maintaining and
supporting them and we only that

'i?8' 8eeln are securely fixedand really acquiescing in and approving them, notcome over make common cause with us pro-
moting the honor elevating character ofcommon country.

The duly which lies before us, gentlemen, is a
plain and palpable one. With us there is no neces-
sity for or subterfuge. Our areknown of men. They are based upon a

and need not any from art orW In Federal politics we hold fast toand standJ "w"!! honored
'lh Teference to the seriespassed for

a true ,d in SR Zenforcement the only measure of that series use.uto South, the National Democracy is the onlv
ve may have differed to "

: "iiieu. w no does not low, il.iUnion 1
. ny man who look hdoo this

:hivr- - in
,hoVX,eudins f,om 8ea

:
o sea,

. whee ""x
;n io j , nuan'"! gaie, and at the

South-we- st
" " SL:r.""D7 ,ne genlIe zephyrs ofwhose commerce rides on evervwave, and whose conrase ant h . ,

tie. the world-wh- oan
. w. - ". ....vaiiuBoibei b the '

nope that time will continue to develop her greatness i

no owaii uc no more IGentlemen, with regard of State nnl
icy tb Democratic party has e for conceal
ment or We have taken stand bv
the principle Free we regard it theDeonle's right privilege. It has been n,ani..ii
and successfully supported by out present

.. ni -- i i i:
fend we WHi ciierim anu cnnj; iu i. oy a speedy
legislative enactment the people engraft it upon

"the Reid has also taken his po-- I

citicn in opposition to change of the basis rep.

filhnbi?SrSL "Sue
against claptrap.

And now gentlemen, wo nave notning u

to discharge duty, and about on r success there
is not doubt inevery we hear bogle
note of Democtatic triumph in our own State, a rad-

ical change is being effected in the popular mind ;

and the next election will enable ns to ait down, se-

cure in the consciousness that Democratic principles
are permanently triumphant.

Kir on lphalf of the Committee recommend- -

led further that Patrick McGowan be appointed door
keeper, which was concurred in- -

On motion of Hon. R. M. Saunders, Committee,
consisting two delegates from each Congressional
District was appointed report Resolutions for the
action of the Convention. The Committee was com-

posed as follows 1st District, Frank, I. Wilson,
James B. Shepard ; 2d District, Wesley Jones, R. P.
Dick; 3d District, John Shaw, Perrin Bosbee; 4th
District, James M. Walker, Alfred Reid ; 5th Dis- -

trict, Abram Rencher, John S. Eaton ; 6th District, K.
M. Saunders, J. W. B Watson; 7th uisirict, James
C. Dobbin, Edward Cantwell; 8th District, John V.
Sherrard, Dr. D. G. W. Ward; 9th District, L. D.
Starke, Jno. Mitchell.

The Convention then adjourned until Friday morn-

ing at 10 o'clock.

Frioav. 10 o'clock. A. M.

The Convention met according to adjournment, and
after the reading of the Journal, Hon. J. C. Dobbin,
of Cumberland, addressed the Convention in an elo-

quent speed., and concluded by moving that Hon.
DAVID S. REID, be nominated

the Democratic Candidate for the office of Govern-
or of North Carolina, which was unanimously agreed
to by acclamation.

On motion of Hon. J. C. Dobbin, of Cumberland,
a Committee of three was appointed by the President
to wait on Gov. Reid and inform him of his nomina-

tion. The Commiltee consisted of Hon. R. M.
Saunders, of Hon. Jas. C. Dobbin, of Cum-

berland and Hon. Abram Rencher, of Chatham.
The Committee on Resolutions then reported through

their Chairman, Hon. R. M. Saunders of Wake, the
following preamble and resolutions.whicb were unani-

mously adopted, to wit:
We, the Delegates of the Democracy of North

Carolina, in Convention assembled, considering the
occasion a proper one for the re assertion of te well-defin-ed

and time-honor- principles that bind us
as a party, do ,

Resolve, 1st. That we are for a rigid construction
of the Constitution of the United States, as a grant
of limited powers; for an Independent Treasury, and
against a United Slates Bank ; for a Tariff for revenue,

against a Tariff for protection ; for economy in
the administration of the Federal Government, and
against extravagant ; for an early pay-

ment of the public debt, and against the payment of
stale and unfounded

2d. That we are devoted to the Union of the States,
and desire its preservation by a strict and faithful
observance of the Constitution, and by doing equal
and impartial justice to all its parts.

3J. That we are willing to adhere to the measures
of adjustment known as the Compromise," and in-

sist upon the faithful and full execution of the law
in regard to fugitive-- s aves ; ana we win not

1 ! I . C it I) . i .)..- -. n wifllitiAiMa" ranaiu ,B 1,1 " '
. . nmmitt jmlTchYnllrMt ",i Ol n IB "Zov"l 0r

ihe said law, and of his determination to enforce the
Same.

. , ,. . . ... ,

ty of all the Slates, to be held by the General Gov-

ernment as common fund for the payment of the
public debt and other charges opon the public Trea
sury.

5ih. That we are in favor of the of the
Hon. Robert Strange, for the office of Vice Presi-
dent ot United Slates; that we duly appreciate
his great moral worth, his varied and extensive at-- I
tainments, his uniform and eloquent advocacy of the
great principles of democracy ; and that we earnestly
and cordially recommend his name to the considers-- j
lion and approval of the Baltimore

!anil rf.s.hanre of the duties ol Governor, is
entitle'd to the cordial support of every freemartof the
g,.- -

7th. That the of this State having
,.j .. : j . v... ;.u.;

lirUVIUeU IUI I i ctlllCIIU lUBUt UT l.lfiaui, CIM.HUClii,
i ,1.. . cm. .u I r .1 -o. 0. I I

8embly having voted for the measure of Free Suffrage,
we are in favor of it by the next ueneral
Assembly, and of its subsequent approval by the peo--

, go make jt Constitution.rrhoijinir Rad the Federal
basis of apportioning Representatives among the
several States ; and against changing the present ha- -
sis of representation in the feenate and House ot
Commons of this State.

IHh. That the State, having heretofore acted incorv
. . .:. .i r i.n.i : 1 1.luiiiiuv iu ine act ui it J4 iu legaru 1U IICI JICCtUIS

for President and Vice President the United Slates,
WC Ti'if0 3-

- ''"f thC P.reentIV.,B6.; f"dstand asP03e. .l.hal lhe. Congressional

Hon. J. C. Dobbin, of
Hon. R. M. Saunders, of Wake,
Hon. VVeldon N. Edwards, Warren,
Hon. Gkeen W. Caldwell, of Mecklenburg.
On motion Hon. J. C. Dobbin the Executive

Commiltee were empowered to appoint a candidate
for Elector for the State at large, Assistant Elec-
tors.

Hon. J. C. Dobbin on the part of the Committee
to wait on Gov. Reid, inform of his nomina-
tion, reported that the nominee would respond to the
nomination by appearing io person in the Hall at half
past 11 o clock.

On motion of F. I. Wilson, Esq., of Rutherford,
Dr. Columbus Mills, of Rutherford, was appointed
a to the Baltimore Convention from the 1st
Congressional District, and William H. Thomas,
Esq., of Haywood, was appointed candidate for Elec-
tor in the 1st Congressional District.

R. P. Dick, Esq., of Guilford, then responded to
loud and repeated calls in an able and eloquent speech.

The hour 11 j having arrived, the Hon.
David S. Reid was conducted into Ihe Hall by the
Committee, and returned his thanks to the Conven-
tion for the honor conferred on him, in an appropriate
address. Able and eloquent speeches were then
delivered in response to calls made on them, by Hon.
Abram Rencher, of Chatham, Hon. R. M. Saunders,
of Wake, and Hon. James C. Dobbin, of Cumber-
land.

The Chairman then announced the following gen-
tlemen as composing the Executive Committee.

Edward Cantwell, Esq., of New Hanover,
D. G. W. Ward, of Greene,

Hon. Abram Rencher, of Chatham, '

Robt. P. Dickr, Esq., of Guilford,
W. W. Holden, Esq., of Wake,
Gaston H. Wilder, Esq., of Wake,
C. G. Wrght, Esq., of Cumberland,
Hon. Asa Biggs, of Martin. -

On motion of Mr. Cantwell, of New Hanover, the
Democratic papers throughout the State are request-
ed to COPV the proceedings of this Convention.

Un motion of the Hon. Abram Rencher.
That the thanks of this Convention be. . . .nmunnin.l 1. 1, : J - C 1. " 1 1 r

1 " rreniueni oi uus convention lor tne
" auiniy, anu impartiality wnicn ne nas

presided over its deliberations.
On motion of Hon. J. C. Dobbin the thanks of the

Convention were presented to the Vice Presidents
"d Secretaries for the prompt and efficient manner
n which tliev hate discharged their

The Chairman then delivered an appropriate valedic-
tory address, and the Convention adjouined.

D. K. McRAE, President.
F. 1. Wilson.
George W. Pegram,
F. L. Simpson, Vice Presidents.
L. D. Starke.

R. K. Baran.
William H. Bailet
Joseph Master,

ed in l"electora Lstr.cts the next election, selectingme position willlend n,e iu aesistance to j

successful discharge of the duties which may de-- " fch 0nf forkl e .i':Tolve upon me '
' 1 Oth. That Delegates appointed by thte

It has been a' matter to me to learn Conention S,ate.al lar&e' l wilh 8ucb,
that the course of our Whig friends in their late Con- - m"nber 33 "V? aPP0,n,ed bJ !

vention was marked by a kind and I D'f T .
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been nominated by them Governor, at the dme,0?''1!""time added is euphonious elegant expression i
In relating Delegates the

Ballunore Convention filled with thewasthe civilized followingappellation "Goths and Van--
dais." that f .1 jr ,!naHies:

be forgotten

as the
and

admiration even

determined

anu deportment, our
not the

principles
and the influence

greatness measures
the

compensation
lor

; wonder intelligent
thal the measures

do
and in

and the our

evasion principles
all fixedfoundation, assistance

land-mar- ks of
uL late of
position.,, acquiescence?

of
the

as the "Compromise

i s
... can

r
the

,

of iSTnspired v

- to questions

equivocation. our
of Suffrage
and

Exeeuiiv '

-i uiiiu
shall !

Constitution..' Gov.
'a of i

any
u

our
a quarter the

a
of

to

:

of Rockingham,
as

Wake,

and

expenditures

claims.

support
"

a

nomination

the

Convention.

:11(iiiniis

Constitution

A

1

of

Cumberland,

of

of

and

and him

delegate

of o'clock

Dr.

Resolved,
n

wnn

f"1

demeanor.

REMARKS OP GEN. SAUNDERS, .

Jit delivered (in tubtlanee") tn the late Democratic State
Convention, May 14, 1853.
Gen. Saunders said the Resolutions which had

Just been adopted, presented three points embracing
the main questions at issue between the two parties.
1st, The question of revenue and expenditures; Sd,
Slavery and the Presidency ; 3d, Amendments of the
State Constitution, to what extentand by what means.
He had but little to say as to the two first points, as
his friends who had gone hefore him had fully dis-
cussed them. The Bank had been buried by Gen.
lackson, and the Tariff of President Polk had settled
the question in favor of tree trade against protection.
He should only advert to a single fact to show that
the Whigs of this State had surrendered on the Tariff
question a Resolution had been passed by the last
Legislature, in favor of the present Tariff, by a vote
ot 75 to 18 the Democrats voting for it and only 18
Whigs against it, or dodging the question. He also
alluded to the fact that the Whigs in 1840 pronounced
an expenditure of thirty-tw- o millions grossly ex-

travagant, and that now they approve an expenditure
of Jifty-tw- o millions.

Gen. Saunders said the issue presented by the late
Whig Convention against any amendments of the
Constitution through the Legislature, and foran open
Convention to be called at the will of a majority, was
an issue which he accepted; and he challenged their
standard-bear- er to the charge. He stood ready to pro-

claim his opposition to this majority principle. If
asked if he did not recognize the right of a majority
to pass laws, he answered yes to prevail at the ballot-

-box in elections, yet to change compromises and
checks in the Constitution, he answered emphatically
no. These compromises and checks had been placed
in the Constitution by solemn compact, for protecting
the rights of minorities majorities could protect
themselves. The Whigs claimed to be conservative

he wished they would show it. The Constitution
of '76 had stood for nearly 60 years, when in 1835 it
was amended by a Convention called by a majority
of the Legislature, being the only mode then author
ized. County representation in the Senate was changed
to the basis of taxation, and in the House of Com-
mons to that of white population and s'aves, the whites
counting their full number, and three-fifth- s of the
slaves being added. Thisamended Constitution had
been voted for and accepted by the Western Counties,
with the exception of four, and against by every Coun-
ty east of Raleigh.

In the Convention of '35 it was proposed by a Com-
mittee that, in future, amendments should be made to
the Constitution on the majority principle, through
the Legislature, and only requiring a majority of one
Legislature to propose, and that ot a succeeding one
to approve, lhis was amended on motion ot Mr.
Meares, from the East, so as to require three-fift- hs

in the Legislature to propose, two-thir- ds to approve.
and a majority or the people to ratity. So in regard to

i . i f nt:nnaitlCIIUIUOIIlS UJ UUIITCUUUllUU BUIU WllfCIHIUII
could be had unless oy tne concurrence ot two-tnir- as

. . . .
oi ooin nouses 01 mo eiierai assbiuuiv. i nese
provisions were Inserted in the Constitution, as re--

striciions, by a rote of 106 to 18 they were supported
by Meares, Branch, Daniel, and Gaston from the
East, and by Swain and Fisher from the West. With-
out these restrictions on the will of a majority, Mr.
Gaston said " he had been deceived" in agreeing to
call a Convention, and that the West would have
" bound the East, hand and foot." He, Gen. S., now
charged the Whig Convention, composed of wo-thir- ds

of Eastern men, with making a proposition
which, if carried out, would in the language of Mr.
Gaston, " bind the East hand and fool," and would
plaee the property of the slave-own- er at the mercy of
a majority, whether slave-owne- rs or not.

This restruction on the will of a majority, and of
amending Constitutions by legislative enactment, is
to be found in the Constirulion of the United States,
a no amendment can be made to that instrument un- - j

Ies9 it be on the vote of two-thir-
.

of both houses of
rJnnirrASfl. or (in tha nnllcalinn of t wn.lhlr.la of lh ;

Legislatures af the States, and then to be ratified by
three-fourt- hs of the Slate Legislatures, or by Con-
ventions of the like number.

Gen. S. then examined the question of Free Suf-
frage, which, as he said, had been fully discussed by
Governors Reid and Manly for two campaigns, when
the former was elected and the friends of the meas- - by their principles and mode ot construing the Con-ar- e

returned to the Legislature. This measure had '

stitulion. still to administer those affairs and perpet--
been passed by a vote of three-fifth- s, and it now only
required the vote ot two-thir- ds of the next Legisla
ture, and then the approval of a majority of the peo

J- - . I . ,u VA7i.; O .; ,, -;i- -...

the subject as one of '.hen Presidential candidates
wwrnrd to be on the question of Slavery the Union, and of the progress of the Republic under

Gen. S. then referred to wets of the W higs of the
The thal Constitution to greatness and glory, in the mostlast Legislature, in their endeavors lo defeat meas- -

ore and to obtain an open majority Convention. 1st, ! Blowing and impressive terms. Mr. Dick was fre--rt

was proposed to call npon the people to say wheth- - quently applauded, and acquitted himself in a man-
er they desired a Convention, to be restricted to this nfir wk:-- h wa hlal.lv lifyin,, to hio frUnJa.
8ut)ect alone ; 2d, whether they desired an open Con-
vention ; 3d, that the question of Convention or no
Convention should be submitted to the people, and
the result of the vote communicated to the next As-
sembly.

Gen. S. next examined the principle of freehold
and of free suffrage voting. He said the former had
been abandoned in 1835, when the Convention chang
edthe basis of Senatorial representation ; that the
taxation by wbich a County or District is entitled lo
a Senator, is not founded on land alone, but includes
every species of taxation. New Hanover County at
th 'retime pays the highest tax in the State, which had
thus been increased by the town of Wilmington; and
yet the people of the town, who paid the tax which
gave ihe County her Senator, and a large overplus,
were net entitled to vote for the Senator unless they
also had the fifty acres of land. The Free Suffrage
principle was but carrying out the taxation principle
of representation in the Senate ; and for this reason he
was opposed to changing that basis. So as to the
basis of the House uf Commons. Gen. S. here read
from a table, as prepared by the Comptroller, from
which it appeared that the whole number of taxable
polls in the State, were 194,920; of which 60,557
were whites, and 132,383 were slaves more than
two to one; and yet, said Gen. S., this Whig Con
vention of Eastern men, were willing to go for an
open Convention in order to defeat r ree Suffrage and
to gain a political victory for Governor. He ventur
ed to say there never had been a stronger case of po-

litical infatuation. He then said the security which
was offered, of electing the members of an open Con
vention according to the basis ot the House ot Com'
mons. was a cheat, and calculated to deceive for, ac
cording to the present apportionment, whilst the East
had a majority of two or four in the Senate, the West
had four or six majority in the House; . and this ma
jority would be certainly nearly, it not quite doubled
after the next Legislature.

Gen. S. next examined the numbers of whites and
slaves in several Counties, claimed to be Whig coun-
ties, and asked if it was possible these Counties could
be so blinded by party spirit as to sustain the advo-
cates of this majority principle for a Convention.
According to the late census,

Anson County had, whites, 6,556
slaves. 6,832

Richmond County, whites, 4,890
slaves, 4,704

Chatham County, whites, 12,164
slaves, 5,985

Granville County, whites, 10,276 '

slaves, 9,868
The last, the largest slaveholding County in the

State ;,and yet the Whig members in the last Legis-
lature voted for an open Convention, and the people
are now callei upon to sustain that vote. And the
county of Caswell, with 7,770 slaves to 7,081 whites.
is called opon to do likewise. This is the County of
the Whig candidate tor Uovernor; when he shall
command the Dan River to turn its course from the
ocean to the mountains, then he may command the
people of that County to vote for bis open Convention.

Gen. S. closed his remarks with an animated ap-
peal to the young Lieutenants of the party every
where to do their duty ; and whenever Ihe Captain
could not appear, to stand ready to supply his place.
Though old in the service, he should hold himself
ready to obey any call ; and as it was the last politi-
cal canvass in which he ever expected to engage, he
desired to see the flag, with its proud inscription of
Reid, Free Suffrage, and Democratic principles.
again unfurled in triumph.

The election of Isaac Toucey to the U. S. Senate
by the Democracy of Connecticut, is one of the most
gratifying events of the day. He was Attorney Gene-
ral for a short time under Mr. Polk's administration,
is warmly in favor of carrying out all the compromise
measures, and of maintaining the constitutional rights
of the South. Connecticut has shown herself to be
eminently national and conservative in sending such
a man to the U. S. Senate, to succeed Baldwin, the
free-so- il whig. : Rich. Eenq.

REID AND VICTORY!

THE STANDARD.
RALEIGH, WEDNESDAY, MAY 19, 1852.

FOR GOVERNOR:

HON. DAVID S. REID,
OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY.

CANDIDATES FOR WAKE COUNTY.

SENATE :

WESLEY JONES.
HOUSE OF COMMONS '.

ROMULUS M. SAUNDERS,
GASTON H. WILDER,
WILLIAM A. ALLEN.

DEMOCRATIC STATE CONVENTION.
Our readers will find in another part of this day's

paper, the official proceedings of the Democratic State
Convention.

That high-tone- d patriot and brilliant orator; Dun
can K. McRae, was unanimously called to preside
over the Convention. This was a deserved compli
ment as well to the man as to that portion of the State
represented by him in the body. His remarks on
taking the Chair will he found in the proceedings.

As soon as the Convention had assembled on Fri
day morning, Mr. Dobbin, of Cumberland, rose and
proposed that David S. Reid be nominated for Gov-

ernor by acclamation. This motion was received
with the most enthusiastic applause. Mr. Dobbin
proceeded to pronounce npon Gov. Reid one of the
most beautiful and eloquent eulogiums it has ever

rbeen our fortune to listen to. He alluded to his course
)3S a public man to his private worth to his post

. . .r i i ?
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Suffrage to the confidence uniformly and always
reposed in him by the people to his signal triumph
at the last election and to the brilliant prospects
which, under his lead, lie before us in the present
contest, in strains which thrilled the assemblage and
called out applause both loud and long. Mr. Dob- -
bin's motion was unanimously carried amid deep en -

thusiasm, and a Committee was appointed to wait on
the Governor and inform him of his nomination.

While the Committee was'absent performing this
duty, loud calls were made for a Speech from Robert
P. Dick, Esq. of Guilford. Mr. Dick responded in
an effective and eloquent manner. He spoke for most
part in relation to the history of parties, and showed
the identity between the Whig leaders of the present
cayj and the old t ederalists. He also exposed the

' ATnlodpd nrptpnainna of tha VV h ! rr narlv tn K j. Ann.
sidered the only " Union party," and demonstrated
that, as the affairs of the Union had been managed
mainly by the Democratic Republicans from the com-

mencement of its existence, so they were best fitted

oate the Union. He repelled indignantly the charge
that the Democrats were or ever had been disunion- -
lota anA ha DnnU nf lhn Union nnp fath.ra

, formed it, of the Constitution which is the bond of

j -r. j
Soon after Mr. Dick had concluded, the Commit-

tee entered the Convention with Gov. Reid. The
Governor was greeted with a storm ot applause, and
as soon as silence was restored he responded to his
nomination. He said he knew no adequate language

I
to express his profound gratitude to the Convention

land to his fellow-eiiizen- s, for this renewed mark of
confidence and approbation of his public course. He
with great pleasure accepted the nomination which
had been so kindly and generously tendered ; and
he would enter the canvass at as early a day as his
official and domestic duties would permit.

He presumed his opinions were known to the Con-

vention and to the people of the State. He desired
no conceal ment,' and during the canvass would take
great pleasure in giving his views in relation to the
political questions which agitate the public mind. He
would do what he could in the canvass, and rely npon
his friends for the rest. If defeated, the Convention
could be assured no one would submit with more
cheerfulness to the will of the people ; nor could the
nomination have been bestowed opon any one, who,
if elected, would feel more grateful for the honor than
himself. He had borne the standard of his friends
both in defeat and in triumph, and he was proud to
know that in either event there had been no abatement
of their confidence and respect. In the discharge of
the various duties of his administration, it could
scarcely be expected he might not sometimes have
erred ; but be this as it might, he had the consolation
to know that he had faithfully endeavored to discharge
the important and responsible duties of the station to
which the kind partiality of the people of the State
had called him. While he was proud to say he was,
and ever had been a Democrat, he was so from prin-
ciple; and he never had, and never would sacrifice
the interests of the State or of the country, to pro.
mote any political party. He said whatever might
be the result, or wherever his lot might be cast, he
should never cease to feel deeply grateful to the peo-
ple of the State for their confidence and approbation.
In conclusion, he would repeat what he had said be-

fore, that if his public course would be
governed by a sincere desire to promote the prosperity,
the honor, and the welfare of the people of the State.

The Governor then retired, and the Hon. Abram
Rencher, of Chatham, was warmly called for. Mr.
Rencher spoke for nearly an hour, with his accustom
ed force, clearness, and ability. We attempt no sy
nopsis of his remarks, as we hope to have the pleas-
ure of laying them in full before our readers.

Gen. Saunders was next called upon, and responded
in a speech marked by his usual research and by
signal ability. We publish in another column those
portions of his remarks which have been furnished at
the request of friends. Gen. Saunders presents views
and facts on the basis question which must strike the
public mind with great force. Read what he says.
and then lay his remarks aside for future reference.

Mr. Dobbin was then called odt, and entertained
the Convention for nearly an hour, in his best man-
ner. We shall not do him the injustice to attempt a
sketch of his remarks. He spoke upon both State
and Federal affairs, and fascinated and enchained the
minds of all present, Whigs as well as Democrats.
Some of his hits were so good, so well put, and so
true, that the hall, the lobbies and gallery rang with
lacgmer. ine picture ne drew ot lien. Scott, with

Southern Whigs on one side begging him to write,
and with Seward and his associates on the other,
begging him not to write, was exceedingly amusing
and life-lik- e. Passing from gay" to " grave," he
spoke of the immense value and increasing glory of
the Union; and pointed to the great Democratic party
of the country as the only party which had shown
itself equal to the task of harmonizing and perpetua-
ting the Union according to the Constitution, by their
administration of public affairs. He also alluded, in
terms of commendation and eulogy, to Bocbanan,
Douglas, and others who have been named for the
Presidency, and spoke with confidence of the triumph
of the Democracy in the approaching contest.

After Mr. Dobbin had concluded, votes of thanks
to the officers of the Convention were passed ; and
Mr. McRae. the President, took occasion, before ad-

journing the body, to address them on the importance
of the contest about to be commenced. He exhorted
the members to retarn to their homes determined to
work for their candidate for Governor to organize in
all the Counties most thoroughly to put down

to plant themselves on the platform of the
Convention, and to explain it to the people and de-
fend it against all attacks to trust to truth, right, and
justice, and to labor in the good cause until " victory,
eagle-winged- ," should sit upon our banners. Wish-
ing the members a pleasant trip to their homes, and
all personal prosperity and happiness, he declared the
Convention adjourned sine die.

THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM.
We point with satisfaction and pride to the plat-

form adopted by the late Democratic State Convention.
Thtijirsl Resolution the principles of the

old Republican party on the subject of Bank, Tariff,
economy in the poblic expenditures, and in relation
to the proper mode of construing the Federal Con-

stitution.
The second expresses a feeling common to the peo

ple of North Carolina, of attachment to the Union of
the States, with the Constitution, strictly and faithful
ly observed, as at once Ihe ground-wor- k and bond of
the Union.

The third announces the willingness of the De
mocracy to adhere to the late measures of adjustment,
and insists upon the faithful and full execution of the
fugitive-slav-e law; and the declaration is most dis-
tinctly made, that " we will not support any candidate
for the Presidency, who withholds a full, prompt.

j a"d fxPI,CIt a.vowal f A, "PP! of W law. and
i of h'8 determination enforce it."

ine jowm aeciares me puonc lands the common
' ProPlJ of th States, to be held by the General
Government, the agent of the States, as a common

j

fund for the Paymen of the public debt and other
! char?e "P0" public Treasury. This is the true
j docl"e- - The proposition to distribute among the
I Sta,ea the Proceed9 of of these lands, or

10 &,ve them away for the "elasive benefit of the
i Sta,ea m wh,ch theJ ,ie U bot another name for in- -
creaseo lann-iaxe- s upon me people ot the country
generally. Sound policy demands that these lands
should be sold on liberal terms to emigrants and ac-

tual settlers, and the proceeds put in the general treas-
ury, so as to reduce as much as possible the public
debt, and to aid in preventing direct taxes on the peo-
ple a result not very far distant, in all probability,
incase the present extravagant expenditures shonld
be continued. It may be advisable, now and then,
to make grants of lands to States in which they lie,
with the view of enhancing the value of the residue;
and to such a policy we are not disposed to object;
but we do object to any system calculated to squan-
der these lands, or which would reduce the sovereign
States of this Confederacy to the condition of pen
sioners on the bounties of the central government. NJ

1 be Jijih sets torth the high character of the Hon.
Robert Strahsc, and cordially recommends him to
the Baltimore Convention as the first choice of the De-

mocracy of this State for the Vice Presidency. North
Carolina is a modest State, and her Democracy would
be the last to enter into a scramble for the rewards
and honors of the Republic ; but on this occasion,
relying as they do on the eminent abilities, great moral
worth, and commanding character ot the gentleman
whose name they present, they feel that they are en
titled to be heard, and they have been induced to hope

,
; that their preference will not be disregarded. Robert
Stranoe is worthy, in every respect, of the distin-
guished post for which be has been named ; and in-

deed his talents, his varied and extensive attainments,
and his experience in government and knowledge of
the history of the country and of international
and Constitutional law, would give nndoubted assu
rance that even the first office in the Union would find
in him an occupant fully eqoal to its great require-
ments and duties. A native of Virginia, and a sincere
and consistent devotee of the noble principles wbich
have shed so much lustre on the annals and character
of that old Commonwealth, may wii not hope that
her voice, too, will be heard in his favor at Baltimore t
The nomination of Judge Strange would add much
weight to the ticket in this and other Sonthern States,
while at the same time we helieve.it would be' accep-
table to the Democracy every where.

The sixth Resolution is at once an outburst of feel-
ing and of cordial preference on the part of a large
majority of the people of the State. David S. Reid
stands alone among all the Governors of the State
since the new Constitution was adopted, as the only
Governoragainst whom charges have not been brought
by political opponents. He has borne himself so
well in the discharge of his duties, that the leaders
of the opposite party have been compelled, by an ex-

pressive silence, to admit the fact that he has made a
good Governor; and they seek to defeat his
solely on the ground that he Is a Democrat, nd be-

cause of his devotion to the great principle of Equal
Suffrage, and to the basis of representation in both
branches of the Assembly as it is. They oppose
him, not for what he has done, or emitted to do, but
on acconnt of his opinions ; and they would have
the people discard a tried public servant, against
whose acts even Ihey can say nothing, and pnt in
his stead an untried man, who has never, at any time,
oeco pied a place at the hands of the people of "trust,
profit, or honor." What a request is this ! Bear in
mind, people of North Carolina, that if David S.
Reid goes down in this contest, f- j- Equal Suffrage
and the basis of representation in both branched of
the General Assembly will go down with him. -T-

-Q

The seventh Resolution but announces the will of
three-fifth- s of the last Legislature, which was altered
in obedience to the wishes and command of a vaet
majority of the people of the State; and the eighth
Resolution plants the Democratic party, in the clear-
est manner, upon the taxation basis of the Senate.
and in favor of that principle in the Federal Consti-
tution, by which three-fifth- s of the slaves of the Sooth
are counted in apportioning Representatives in Con-
gress among the States. The latter Resolution was
called for, not by any doubt as to the position of the
Democratic party of the State opon the subject, but
by the late movements of Whig leaders, which have
for their nltimate object, as is honestly believed,
a change in the three-f- it th and taxation principles, now
a part of the State Constitution. Let the people in
all sections examine into these things, reflect, and
then deeide for themselves. . , v v

The ninth T i.vCoUlul,on relates tha pi .tncts, and suggest, a plan whJ D

.car opponents, (by their State ExecZVo
we,; as a matter of convenient. . 0,niii,
ally, will ,Iso adopt. They can see forT'enJ
that there is nothing of party in it- - .J T'have been assored, by a leading member of ?,'
- ...t0 oeen accepted by that boH u,am

tion had been called in time to the .nbYec 3'H
ulguon refers ,0 th

Balumore-t- he eleventh appoints an ExB7P,e, b
m.ttee-- and the Coi-

-twelfth very properly ZL
Resolutions of the Baltimore Convp,:

and 1848, as far as thv . , ",,unof 18j.... . -- j -- KlM.caoie to th,"Fit,,WB HID fiVUIIlTJ,
Tk... .1 . .1 ,"t ine ooctnnes and

forth tor the consideration and aoorn.., .H e,PM

of the State. They are clear, w-i- u. Pple
the point. Thev Mint . m and t
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the principles for which the Dem. .' 9 re

have uniformly contended, whioh .pthl'en
elections in this State in 1850, and whiJ! ,he

approved, so far as they are apPicabIe
"

d

fairs, in twenly-v-e oat of the "l
in both branches of the common CongresI 5
twn now is as Governor R,ID Welj"

to the Conventio-- Oot Jh f ' hit
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whether they will i? em' bal
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. .mui.ir AND BROTHERHOOD. Und er
in io nign we conquer."

STATE ELECTOR, ASSISTANTS, &c.
At a meeting of the Democratic Executive Co-

mmittee for North Carolina, held in Raleigh on the 14th
instant, the Hon. James C. Dobbin, of the County
of Cumberland, was appointed Elector for the Slate
at large, and the following gentlemen Assistant Eleo-to- rs

:
Ut District.

3. B. Jervis, of Yancy.
A. W. Burton, of Clenveland.

2d District.
John M. Clement, of Davie.
Joseph Dobson, of Surry,

3d District.
John F. Hoke, of Lincoln.
William M. Peacock, of Montgomery.

4th District.
James R. McLean, of Guilford.
Alfred Scales, Jr., of Rockingham.

5th District.
Samuel P. Hill, of Caswell.
Nathaniel E. Canaday, of Granville.

6A District.
G. E. B. Singeltary, of Nash.
Linn B. Sanders, of Johnston.

7A District.
William E. Hill, of Duplin.
Clement G. Wright, of Cumberland.

Sth District.
William T. Dortch, of Wayne.
D. G. W. Ward, of Greene.

9th District.
L. D. Starke, of Pasquotank.
H. M. Shaw, of Currituck.

iThese appointments have been made under the

authority of the late State Convention. Mr. Dobbin

is understood to have accepted his appointment, and

will bring to bis task all his enthusiasm and splendid

abilities ; and it is earnestly hoped that the gentlemen

above named will also consent to serve.
It may be proper to observe that the above named

Assistants have relation to the State Elector, (hough

they have been selected from the varions Districts.

Our friends will also bear in mind (hat we are assu-

ming the nine Congressional Districts lobe the Elec-

toral Districts for the time being, in the expectation

that the next Assembly will, as a matter of coarse,

take the necessary steps to legalize them as such;

and that one Elector will have to be chosen for each

Congressional District, by the people thereof, so as

to make, with the State Elector, ten votes for the

State. The following Electors have already been

chosen :
1 District.

William H. Thomas, of Haywood.
61h District.

L. O'B. Branch, of Wske.
9A District.

Thomas Bragg, of Northampton.

And William F. Martin, Esq., of Pasquotank, wai

appointed by the Convention which nominated Mr.

Bragg, Sub-Elect- or for the 9th District.

ORGANIZATION" AND UNION.

We invite the attention of "our friends io Franklin

County to the communication which we insert to-d-

over the signature of " A Franklin Democrat." Oar

Corresp indent offers good advice, and wehopehi

suggestions will be heard and heeded.

While noon this subiect, we call upon the iru- -

crats of the State generally to see to it that thejlo

no members by divisions and disputes among mem- -

selves. Let the cause prevail, in all cases, over me"

preferences for men. The next Assembly will oe iw

most important one which has been or will be be

for twenty years ; we can carry it by union, harmonJ

and a concentration of strength, or we can lose Mn

thna Inao thm Slat, nvnhahlv for vear8 to CODie.- r- - J j- -

permitting dissensions and discord in oar nB i.B

Let disorganizes men who. prefer thennl8
principles and the people's welfare, U ff"J wh

discountenanced and frwmtd down t let b9
may give back now, fir the purpose of w81"1"8

mony and success to the party, be lemembet

and honored hereafter; and let those 0

a
distract, divide, and defeat us, be renumbered

but in a different way. No man treads the soi

North Carolina who is important enough, 01

enough, to be permitted to throw himself w'lh

views and aspirations, between the Detnocralitf01

and its-- success at the polls.
Let the motto of every true Republican still be,

in times past, " onion, harmony, conciliation
thing for the cause and nothing for men."

Tbb Trip to Baltimore. It will be seen by

vertisement in another column, that the Seaboard
. .... .... .!. roaO"

Koanoba Kail Head win issue tickets iui i"

trin. frnm Weldon to Baltimore and back. for th

three days preceding the meeting of ine oe"
Convention, at the low rate of 9 50. No P1"

or cheaper route could be chosen than that oe'
Seaboard Road and op the Bay. jt

We learn that the Bridge across the Roanoke.

Weldon, is so near finished that the train pseS 9

it daily.


